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RETURN TO CAMPUS FOR 
FALL 2021 SEMESTER

NYFA is happy to be able to return fully 
to campus in the Fall Semester of 2021. 
We are planning for full-time, in-person 
instruction and hands-on learning. We have 
also seen that the virtual setting has proven 
exceptionally effective for certain classes 
and meetings, and NYFA will incorporate 
the improvements that we have learned for 
everyone’s benefi t.

We recognize that a change in conditions 
could also require schools to move to 
remote learning and activities and we are 
well prepared for this if it occurs. NYFA will 
make adjustments or additions to practices 
according to the current conditions of each 
campus and as necessary for the well-being 
of the community. 

NYFA’s COVID-19 Task Force continues 
to meet regularly to analyze the latest 
recommendations and information from 

the CDC (Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention) as well as national, state and 
local public health and education authorities 
to ensure that we are coordinating our efforts 
to implement guidelines and best practices 
in accordance to these agencies, for each 
campus as appropriate to that city.

The New York Film Academy continually strives to create new opportunities 
for individuals who want to explore the visual and performing arts, even in 
the face of signifi cant obstacles. The global pandemic has required all of us to 
make adjustments and NYFA is no exception. However, obstacles often lead 
to innovation, and the past year has allowed NYFA to create new, exciting 
methods of instruction for both our on-campus and online students to provide 
the most accessible and successful education opportunities, as we move into 
the future. Please take a moment to review what’s in store at NYFA for 2021, 
and as always, please reach out to us with any questions, so we can assist you 
to make the best choices for your education.

                                                                     Michael J. Young, President



HYBRID MODEL OF INSTRUCTION 
FOR SUMMER 2021 SEMESTER 

In support of our safety and learning goals, 
our faculty and department leaders created 
a hybrid model of instruction whereby 
students attend the classes on campus that 
most benefi t from learning in person, such as 
hands-on production classes, and attend 
most of their lecture and discussion-based 
classes online in the interactive Zoom 
environment that has proven very successful 
in the recent semesters. 

ADMISSIONS

NYFA has temporarily moved its in person 
Open Houses, Auditions and Portfolio Review 
activities online. Our team is available to 
work with prospective students on the 
application processes - including reviewing 
portfolios and holding virtual auditions.

VIDEO SUBMISSIONS
Applicants can submit their audition or 
creative portfolio digitally. Please see our 
requirements at nyfa.edu/admissions/
admissions-requirements.php and contact us 
at roger@nyfa.edu if you have any questions 
about submitting your requirements digitally.

VIRTUAL MEETINGS
NYFA’s Admissions Specialists would be 
delighted to meet with prospective students 
virtually to discuss our programs, locations 
and answer all questions related to the NYFA 
experience, as well as to conduct auditions 
and portfolio reviews. Please contact us at 
roger@nyfa.edu with any questions and to 
set up a virtual information meeting. We look 
forward to hearing from you.

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE
NYFA will continue to conduct our Open 
Houses on a regular basis - please see the 
schedule of upcoming virtual events at
nyfa.edu/about/online-events.php.

NEW ONLINE WORKSHOPS

NYFA’s “Hands-Online” Workshops are 
active creative learning experiences 
where you will participate, from home, 
in every class, interact with your teacher 
and classmates, and create original work. 
Each workshop includes live interactive 
instruction, group meetings, and additional 
one-on-one consultations with the 
instructor. New online opportunities are 
being developed regularly. For the most 
updated list of online offerings, complete 
descriptions and schedules, please visit 
nyfa.edu/online-workshops.

Online workshops are offered in the following subjects, and range in length from 
2 days to 15 weeks.

• Filmmaking

• Acting for Film

• Documentary Filmmaking

• Cinematography

• Photography

• Producing

• Editing/Post-Production

• Screenwriting

• Musical Theatre

• Broadcast Journalism

• 3D Animation & VFX
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During these months of pandemic, the New 
York Film Academy has found new resilience 
and renewed purpose as a community, and 
we have forged ahead together in our work 
as artists and educators.

Safety First

Our faculty and administration have been 
working every day to ensure that students 
have been able to continue their studies 
safely throughout. NYFA is confident that we 
can offer our programs safely when we return 
to campus this Fall while maintaining our 
renowned hands-on approach to learning.

Physical (or “Social”)  Distancing 

NYFA already benefits from its small class 
sizes, usually 8-16 students. This maximizes 
student and faculty interaction, and will now 
allow us to practice physical distancing more 
easily than many schools. To further promote 
distancing we will be staggering class start 
times to lower the number of people entering 
our space at any given time.

Monitoring and Protecting the 
Health of Our Community

NYFA has developed a special mobile App 
for students and employees to report any 
symptoms indicative of COVID-19 each day 
they are scheduled to be on campus. NYFA 
will conduct surveillance testing on campus for 
COVID-19 with an RT-PCR test. This will allow 
NYFA to monitor the health of the community 
and limit possible exposure to COVID-19. 
Individuals who are experiencing any of the 
symptoms related to possible COVID-19 
infection will not be permitted on campus 
until they have been tested and cleared.

Vaccinations 

NYFA strongly encourages all students, 
staff and faculty to get vaccinated against 
COVID-19 to protect our community and end 
the pandemic. We expect that all students 
will be required to be vaccinated to attend on 
campus classes in Fall of 2021.

Our Reopening Plan 
In designing our reopening plan, our Task 
Forces and Committees carefully reviewed 
all available guidance from government, 
health agencies, public health experts, as 
well as protocols being developed by the film 
industry for production. All our decisions have 
been made through an intensive process of 
deliberation and always with the health of our 
students, faculty, and staff at the forefront. 
NYFA brought on a medical consultant, Dr. 
Peter Bloland, to assist in our decision making. 
Dr. Bloland is an infectious disease expert 
and formerly of the CDC, where he served as 
leader of the CDC SARS Response Team.

Protective Facial Coverings (aka 
“Masks”)
At this time, wearing an appropriate facial 
covering is considered one of the most 
effective ways to reduce the risk of spreading 
and contracting the virus. Therefore, all 
employees and students are currently 
required to wear 3-layer masks or cloth facial 
coverings when entering a NYFA facility, and 
for the duration of time spent on campus 
and when participating in NYFA productions 
and activities. NYFA anticipates relaxing 
some restrictions as it’s community is fully 
vaccinated by the Fall semester.

Cleaning and Disinfecting
All classrooms, furniture, equipment, and 
facilities will be disinfected before and after 
each use. All high-touch surfaces (elevator 
buttons, hallway, classroom and bathroom door 
handles, faucets) are protected by Nanoseptic 
Sleeves for continuously self-cleaning 
touchpoints. 
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For complete details of NYFA’s COVID-19 safety measures, please visit hub.nyfa.edu/covid-safety-plan

https://hub.nyfa.edu/covid-safety-plan

